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A society grows great when  
its elders plant trees  

whose shade they know  
they shall never sit in. 

Greek Proverb 



Major Initiatives in 2015-2016 

Raising awareness about challenges  
and solutions 

SAGE facilitates discussions and workshops to inspire,  
train and support people to give forward. This year, we  
led over 20 small group events with 350 participants, 
covering topics such as leadership on climate change, the 
health benefits of volunteering, and intentional mentoring. 

To complement these events, we hosted sustainability 
pioneer, Paul Hawken as our 2016 Visiting SAGE. With over 
450 guests, Hawken spotlighted 100 existing, substantive 
solutions to reverse climate change. 

Left: SAGE member Bruce Watts mentors young adults in schools.   
Right: Workshop participants meet one another during a garden walk.    

SAGE inspires people over fifty to give forward with their time, money and voice to enable 

younger and future generations to thrive.  

Launching intergenerational programs to 
connect and inspire 

We accelerated our efforts to connect generations through 
innovative programs. We started the year with our first 
workshop on intergenerational volunteering. We also co-
facilitated two events to enable older and younger adults 
to share actions we can take to create a better future. 
Building on these successes, SAGE is developing our young 
adult Leadership Advisory Board (LAB) to strengthen 
intergenerational programs. 

Training leaders to launch innovative, high-
impact projects 

The Legacy Fellowship is our nine-month leadership 
development program to train and support fellows to lead 
community benefit projects of their own design. Together, 
fellows demonstrate how citizen initiatives strengthen 
communities and improve our world. 

Our 2016 fellows led a range of projects that ran the gamut 
from promoting local foods to helping young adults manage 
student loan debt to inspiring neighbors to tackle climate 
change together.  

Legacy Fellows receive walking sticks for their leadership journey. 

Elders share lessons learned and goals for the future with students. 



Our Impact  
5 Years of Giving Forward 

Thank you from the SAGE Team! 

Board 

Lori Davidson 

Ward Greene, President 

Mary Markley 

Diane Ponti  

 

3,240  
Program Participants 

Connect & Engage 

1,010 Participants 

4 Visiting SAGE speakers elevated big ideas to 

inspire and energize participants to advance 
generational equity. 

Inspire & Lead 

2,230 Participants 

“The Legacy Fellowship is life-changing and the 
most skyrocketing help towards true leadership.”  

   - Stephanie Smith, Legacy Fellow  

36 Legacy Fellows trained to lead community 

benefit projects that focus on education, the 

environment, the economy, and arts.  

2 individuals honored with our SAGE Award in 

recognition of 20 years  of  volunteer service for 
future generations. 

37 Stewardship conversations identified 

solutions to challenges facing future generations. 

19 Workshops and empowerment brunches 

supported people to give forward with their time, 
money and voice.  

4 Leadership roundtable events shared 

knowledge and highlighted strategies to engage 
older adults in service and advocacy roles.  

Staff 

Sylvia Ayala, Encore Fellow & Project Manager 
Stephen Higgs, Executive Director 
Lisa Rome, Community Engagement Coordinator 
David Michael Smith, Lead Trainer 

Special thanks to board members emeritus: Michelle Garcia and Bill Hallmark 

Dick Roy 

Jeanne Roy 

Liz Schellberg, Secretary 

Randy Sell, Treasurer 

77% of survey respondents this year said that 

SAGE discussions and workshops inspired them  
to learn more about generational equity or to  
give forward.  



FOUNDATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS 
Meyer Memorial Trust 
One Ummah Foundation 
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust 
William G. Gilmore Foundation 
US Bank 
 
Visiting SAGE & Legacy Fellowships 
Beneficial State Bank 
Ford Family Foundation 
Greene & Markley PC 
Oregon State Bar  

Sustainable Future Section 
Portland State University 

Institute for Sustainable Solutions 
 
INDIVIDUALS 
Founders 
Gifts of $2,500 or more 
Ward Greene* and Diane Ponti* 
William Howe* and Joy Bottinelli 
Dick* and Jeanne* Roy 
The Mugwump Charitable Fund 
 

Contact us and learn more. 

Sign up for our newsletter: info@wearesage.org 

Like us on Facebook: Facebook.com/wearesage 

Give online: wearesage.org/donate 

Wearesage.org 

1515 SW Fifth Avenue Suite 600 

Portland OR 97201 

Phone: 971-717-6570 

Donated Services and Facilities 
Jan Baross 
Jay Bloom 
Deb Child 
Joyce Chinn and Jon Roush 
Wendy Doerner 
Chris Fryefield  
Greene & Markley PC  
Ashley Henry 
Tim Hill 
Albert Kaufman 
Lane Powell PC  
Gary Marschke 
Microsoft Corporation 
Perkins Coie LLP  
Mike Radokovich 
Salesforce  
TechSoup  
 
Visiting SAGE   
Christine Brautigam 
Alexi Child 
Climate Solutions  
Ecotrust  
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon 
Edward Eggleston 
Et Fille Wines  
First Congregational United  

   Church of Christ  
Gurney Kimberley  

Special Thanks for Giving Forward 

SAGE greatly appreciates gifts of time, money and expertise from all of our supporters. The individuals, foundations, 

businesses, and organizations below supported our work between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016. 

Legacy Circle 
Gifts of $1,000 or more 
Robert and Cecelia Huntington 
Ben Manny* 
Liz Schellberg* and Gary Watkins 
Randy Sell* and Tamara Crocker* 
Anonymous (1) 
 
SAGE Circle 
Gifts of $500 or more 
Gun Denhart 
Tom Griffin 
Elaine* and William* Hallmark 
Steve and Carol Hungerford 
Jeanne Magmer* 
Charles* and Mary* Markley 
Connie and Doug Mc Dowell 
Cathy and Stan* Paine 
 

Patrons 
Gifts of $250 or more 
Geoffrey Bruce 
Irene and Robert Dale 
David and Nancy Foraker 
Carla Kelley 
James and Barbara Kimberley 
Paula Malone* 
Charles and Nancy Tauman 
Victoria Wolff* 
 
Stewards 
Gifts of $100 or more 
John Benneth 
Cheryl and Dennis Cone 
Charles Corrigan 
John Daggett* and Barbara Hilyer 
Lee* and Lori* Davidson 
Fran Finney* 
Stephen Griffith* 
William* and Barbara Harris 
Amy* and Steve Higgs 
Jerry LaBarre 
Greg Macpherson 

Richard Moore 
Carolyn Peterson 
Lori Pesavento* 
Halle and Rick Sadle 
George Sample 
Merri Souther Wyatt 
 
Advocates 
Gifts up to $99 
Susan Banyas 
Connie Christopher 
Candice Guth 
Toni Holmberg 
Mike Litt 
Mark Mcleod 
Glenda Montgomery 
David Nebel* 
Edward and Roberta* Schwarz 
Margaret Smith 
Bruce Watts* 
Anonymous (1) 
 
*Also serving as a volunteer 

Literary Arts  
Northwest Earth Institute  
Oregon Environmental Council 
Project Drawdown  
Sanela Ruznic 
Chris Sweeney 
Matt Sweeney 
The Oregonian  
World Affairs Council of Oregon 
350 PDX 
 
Connect & Engage Programs  
Bob Banks, Samuels Yoelin Kantor LLP 
Jennifer Curry and Heather Pruess 

Oregon Community Foundation 
Matt Donohue, Markowitz Herbold PC 
Elsie Stuhr Center  
Financial Planning Association  
Hollywood Senior Center  
Lake Oswego Adult Community Center 
Jim Newcomer and Paul Schwabe 
Portland Pedal Power  
River West Village  
Marilyn Robert 
Bob Robison 
Max Miller, Tonkon Torp LLP 
Whole Foods Market 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS  

Legacy Fellowship, Leadership Roundtable and StoryTree  
Black Parent Initiative  
Nancy Bond 
Lenny Dee 
Patsy Feeman 
Walt Mintkeski 
Multnomah County Aging, Disability and Veterans Division   
Portland State University Institute on Aging  
Mohammad Saeed Rahman 
Terry Sullivan 
Janet Taylor 
  
Special thanks to Amy Aronson and the SAGE Children's Choir  
Student Team Platinum at PSU School of Business Administration 


